Helping

Youth Build

A Sure
Future




CONTEXT:

Anya, 18, is a care leaver of a residential institution; she
likes playing in a brass band and drawing. Together with
PROJECT GOAL.: her friend Alla they share a tiny room equipped with a
wardrobe and a table, where they take turns to do their
homework. Anya is uncertain about her future: her choice
of profession is limited; it depends on the agreements that
the internat has with educational institutions based on the
availability of free places in existing student dormitories.

Every year youth leaving care face numerous problems

trying to step into independent life. Children who spent

" their entire lives in orphanages, without outside contact

TARGET GROUPS: experience great difficulties in finding work,
accommodation and protecting their legal rights on their

own. Low levels of education, intellectual and social

underdevelopment and professions which they did not

choose themselves push care-leavers towards a cycle of

m unemployment, crime, drugs, alcohol and yet more
orphans.
=] Let down by the system and without the protection of

family, care leavers like Anya are expected to cope with
independence too early and with too little support.

Developing a model of social adaptation
and professional integration for

e independent life for children out-of-home

S : , .
ALBOIREACH care - Sure Start in Ukraine
. OBJECTIVES:
=] m Children and young people are more self-confident
and have the social, communication and vocational
skills necessary to make their first steps towards
independence;
B Professionals from leaving care services and other
BUDGET: social support agencies are qualified enough to

prepare and accompany young people from residential
care to independence;

B Leaving care services are set up in pilot sites and
integrated into existing structures of local authorities
and providing support to young people in transition.



PROJECT INNOVATIONS: PROJECT ACTIVITIES:

Development of mentoring system for care-leavers.

By mentoring care-leavers, adults become a
O @ positive role model and someone on whom a
e young person can rely. They help youth to
i

| integrate effectively into the local community. Training of personnel

Together they can build meaningful : -
relationships, practice life skills and enjoy workmg with care leavers

free time.

Creation of living space for care leavers.

Ordinary flats will be used as the living
space to prepare care leavers for
independent life. These facilities will be
organized to address the needs of the young
people, in areas that are close to a family,
work, studies and community.

Development of
alternative social
services

Meeting at "How to Become Successful” youth club in Pereyaslav-Khmelnitskyi

Working with

180 young people deprived of parental care will comminities involved

benefit directly from the project implementation

EXPECTED RESULTS:

Young people leaving care are expected to:

B Become more independent and acquire self-esteem;
Develop personal and professional competencies;

Find a place to study, to work and to live;

Build a personal social network outside the institutions and
integrate into the local community.
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